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Jargon Buster
AAppppoorrttiioonnmmeenntt
A proportionate sum of money that an owner has to
contribute or is entitled to receive. Usually this relates
to Leasehold property where rent and service charges
will need to be apportioned because they are
outstanding or have been prepaid to a date after
completion.

BBaannkkrruuppttccyy  SSeeaarrcchh
If you are purchasing with the aid of a mortgage, your
conveyancer will be obliged to undertake this search
by your mortgage provider.

BBrriiddggiinngg  LLooaann
A loan taken out to ‘bridge’ the gap whilst waiting for
the proceeds from the sale of a property, or the receipt
of a mortgage.

BBuuiillddiinngg  RReegguullaattiioonn  CCoonnsseenntt
Most works to a property require consent under Building
Regulations even where Planning permissions are not
required. The Local Authority is the body responsible
for issuing such consents. Carry out building works
without proper consent can lead to significant
problems and delays when properties are being sold.

BBuuiillddiinnggss  IInnssuurraannccee
This is obtain by the owner of the property and
provides cover against a number of risks including
storm damage, flooding, or accidental damage. If the
property is a leasehold flat the landlord will probably
take out this insurance against the whole building and
the tenant will be responsible for a proportionate part
of the premium which will usually form part of the
tenants service charge.

CCaavveeaatt  EEmmppttoorr
Latin for ‘Let the buyer beware’. In other words a buyer
must ensure that the home that they are about to buy
is free from defects and that they bear the risk if they
do not check. In property transactions the seller is
legally obliged not to mislead the buyer, but -other that
the onus is on the buyer to satisfy themselves that the
property is in the condition that they want.

CChhaaiinn
The term used to describe the situation where there
are several parties in a Conveyancing transaction - for
example, A is selling to B, B is selling to C, C is selling
to D etc. - these parties are referred to as the ‘chain’.

CClleeaarreedd  FFuunnddss
These are usually requested when monies are needed
urgently and there is insufficient time for clearance
through the bank in the way a personal cheque does.
Cleared funds take the form of a Telegraphic Transfer in
the specified sum direct from your bank account to
your solicitors.

CCoommpplleettiioonn  DDaattee  
The date legal ownership of the property is transferred
from the seller to the buyer. This date should be agreed
between the parties. Only after contracts have been
exchanged can the date agreed for completion be
agreed.

CCoonnttrraacctt
The legally binding agreement between the buyer and
seller. The contract sets out the main terms of the
agreement and provides provisions in the event that
should something should go wrong. Once both the
buyer and the seller are happy they each sign a copy
of the contract, thereafter contracts are exchanged.
authority, it refers to an area which is of special
architectural or historical interest, where the character
or appearance is to be preserved or enhanced.

CCoonnttaammiinnaatteedd  LLaanndd
Land affected by contamination arising from a past use
or by the storage of things on the land in the past.
Specialist searches can be carried out and if necessary
insurance cover obtained.

CCoonnttrraacctt
This document defines the extent of the land to be sold
and sets out the terms of that sale. It is prepared by the
sellers solicitor in duplicate, both seller and buyer are
required to sign a copy. Once the contracts have been
exchanged this contract becomes a legally binding
agreement.
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CCoommmmoonnhhoolldd
This is a new form of freehold land ownership. It
involves the freehold tenure of part of a multi-
occupancy building (typically a flat) with shared
ownership of and responsibility / control for common
areas and services.

DDeeeedd  hhoollddeerr
The person or organisation that has possession of the
Title Deeds to your property. If the property is subject
to a mortgage this is likely to be your current lender. If
not, these documents are likely to be in either your
possession of a firm of solicitors previously appointed.

DDeeffeecctt  iinn  TTiittllee
A problem with the paper title to the property fro
example the lack of an expressly granted right of way
to the property. It is usually possible to deal with such
issues, one such way is to obtain an indemnity
insurance policy, which will provide cover and allow the
transaction to proceed.

DDeeppoossiitt
This is the money payable on exchange of contracts.
The contract provides for this to be 10% of the
purchase price of the property, however, subject to the
agreement of the seller this an be reduced. This sum is
non-refundable expect in very rare and exceptional
circumstances.

DDiissbbuurrsseemmeennttss
Expenses incurred by your solicitor during the course
of the transaction. These usually relate to the obtaining
of searches or copy documents and include the payment
of Stamp duty and Land registration fees. 

DDiissaaddvvaannttaaggeedd  AArreeaa  RReelliieeff
A reduction in Stamp Duty Land Tax for properties
situated in certain designated areas. These areas are
selected by reference to national Indices of Deprivation.
A ‘postcode search tool’ is available on the Inland
Revenue web-site.

EExxcchhaannggee  ((ooff  ccoonnttrraaccttss))
Once contracts have been exchanged the sale becomes
legally binding, the seller is obligated to sell and the
buyer is obligated to buy. It is at this point that the date
of completion and the price of the property will be
fixed.

EEqquuiittyy
This is the difference between the open market value of
the property less the amount owing on any mortgage
or secured loan. If the market value is higher than the
amount owed, then you have ‘equity’ in your property.
If however, the owed exceeds the market value you are in
a ‘negative equity’ position.

EEssttaattee  AAggeennttss  AAccccoouunntt
The fees charged by your estate agent for marketing
your property and securing a buyer. These fees are
generally paid on completion by your solicitor.

FFllyyiinngg  FFrreeeehhoolldd
A flying freehold exists when one part of a property
extends over, or under, a neighbouring property.

FFiixxttuurreess,,  FFiittttiinnggss  &&  CCoonntteennttss  FFoorrmm
This form deals details what items at the property are
to be included in the sale. The form is completed by the
seller in the early stages of the transaction and will
subsequently form part of the contract Home Information
Pack. From the 1st August 2007 it will be a mandatory
requirement for all properties of 4 bedrooms and above
that are put up for sale must have a Home Information
Pack. It will contain an Energy Performance Certificate,
a Sale Statement, evidence of title and searches. The
pack will be purchased by the seller and copies will be
provided to potential buyers.

IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx
Inheritance Tax is payable on death on the value of the
deceased estate.
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JJooiinntt  TTeennaannccyy
Method of owning property jointly, where the share of a
deceased owner passes automatically to the co-owner
Land Registry (HMLR), an official body with
responsibility for maintaining records of ownership of
land.

LLooccaall  AAuutthhoorriittyy  SSeeaarrcchh
This covers such matters as if the road serving the
property is maintained by the council, and whether
there have been any previous planning applications.
This is a search against the property and not the
surrounding area and therefore will not show matters
which affect the surrounding area.

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  CCoommppaannyy  //  AAggeenntt
A company appointed by the Landlord to collect the
ground rent, service charge and in some cases insure,
repair and maintain the property.

MMeemmoorraanndduumm  ooff  SSaallee
This is prepared by the estate agent and shows
particulars of the property being sold, including price
and details of the seller, buyer and their respective
solicitors.

MMoorrttggaaggee
A mortgage is a loan taken out to aid in the purchase
of a property. The loan is secured against the property,
and as such if you default on the repayments as
agreed with your mortgage lender they will be entitled
to take possession of the property and sell it on to
recover the amount outstanding on the loan. If you are
selling your property you may find that you a charged a
financial penalty, if you are selling the property earlier
than agreed.

MMoorrttggaaggee  DDeeeedd  DDooccuummeenntt
Signed by the person taking out the loan, by signing
the mortgage you are confirming your agreement to
the terms and conditions of the lender.

MMoorrttggaaggee  LLeennddeerr  //  PPrroovviiddeerr
The financial organisation that provides the loan
(mortgage) to enable the purchase. These are often
referred to as the Mortgagee Occupiers Consent Form.
This form has to be completed by any person’s aged
17 and above who will be resident at the property
following completion, but whose names do not appear
on the mortgage offer. By signing the form they waive
any rights to occupation or ownership in the event that
the property is repossessed by the lender.

OOffffiiccee  CCooppyy
These are an official copy of the details of the title to a
property as held by the Land Registry.

PPrrooppeerrttyy  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  FFoorrmm
This is a standard form prepared by the law Society
that contains information about the sale property. It
includes details of boundaries, services, guarantees
and alterations amongst others.

RRaaddoonn  GGaass
A naturally occurring gas, which is, present in the
ground and can be found at low levels in buildings.
Some areas have high levels, which will require
remedial measures to be taken. An enquiry related to
radon levels is contained in the local search.
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SSeeaarrcchheess
Checks of records of public authorities for information
about the property which include:

LLooccaall  AAuutthhoorriittyy  SSeeaarrcchh
Check status of roads, planning permissions, 
compulsory purchase orders, new road proposals .

DDrraaiinnaaggee  SSeeaarrcchh
To ensure property is connected to mains drainage, 
water and the proximity of the nearest sewer.

LLaanndd  RReeggiissttrryy  SSeeaarrcchh
Check if the title is registered, any 3rd party interests, 
if any party is a bankrupt. There are various other 
additional searches that can be undertaken if 
appropriate, coal mining authority, environmental, 
commons registration and so on.

SShhaarreedd  OOwwnneerrsshhiipp
A scheme that allows a buyer to purchase a property 
jointly with a housing association which will finance 
part of the purchase and allow future purchases of an
additional share.

SSuurrvveeyy
This is a report carried out by a qualified surveyor and
deals with the physical state of the property being
bought. The buyer needs to be aware that the property
is ‘sold as seen’ and the onus is on the buyer to
ensure that there are no physical defects. Most
mortgage lenders require a mortgage valuation before
they will agree to lend.

SSttaammpp  DDuuttyy  LLaanndd  TTaaxx
A government tax payable on completion of all
purchases where the value is above £125,000. The
current rates are:
• Value up to £125,000 = zero
• £125,000 - £250,000 = 1%
• £250,000 - £500,000 = 3%
• £500,000 and above = 4%

TTrraannssffeerr  DDeeeedd
The document that passes the ownership of the
property from the seller to the buyer.

TTeennaannttss  iinn  CCoommmmoonn
A way of owning property jointly, where each owner’s
share can be specifically recorded. On the death of one
owner his/her share passes in accordance with the
terms of the will and not automatically to the co-
owner(s) of the property.

TTiittllee  DDeeeeddss
These provide details of the owner of the property. In
addition details of any rights, obligations or restrictions
affecting the property will be contained within the title
deeds, as well as details of any mortgages which the
property my be subject to.


